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College Spark College Readiness Initiative:  Increasing Access To and Success In Rigorous Courses
Schools implementing high quality AVID and Navigation 101 programs for several years have demonstrated that both programs have the capacity to increase students interest in taking rigorous high school courses that prepare them for college. 

Ten of the school districts implementing AVID and Navigation 101 with grants from the College Spark College Readiness Initiative will receive additional funds to help them meet this increased demand for rigorous courses, and equally important, help more students succeed in these courses once they're enrolled.

	District
	Partners  
	Strategies  
	Project Description 

	Aberdeen
	College Board
	Advanced Placement

Vertical Team Training
	Aberdeen is expanding its small AP program to include additional course offerings and implementing  a variety of strategies to promote a universal understanding of what constitutes ‘rigor’ in high school courses and increase expectations for all students.  Funding will be used to increase AP course offerings and non AP teachers will participate in AP training in order to learn more about how to integrate rigor into the courses they teach.  Funding will also be used to support vertical team (College Board provided) training in order to increase student readiness to benefit for AP courses. 
   

	Bremerton
	Project Lead the Way

ACT 
	ACT Plan Assessment

STEM courses  

Extended Day 
	Bremerton, an early implementer of Navigation 101, will provide all 9th grade students with the ACT Plan assessment, the results of which will be discussed during advisory, integrated into students’ portfolio, and utilized in the district’s student-driven scheduling process.  Bremerton will also implement middle school Science Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) courses in order to increase participation in under-utilized high school dual-credit STEM courses, and offer weekly afterschool tutoring to students struggling in AP courses.  Tutoring will be provided by AP certified instructors. 
      

	Evergreen
	College Board
	Vertical Teaming 

PSAT
	Teachers from Evergreen’s middle and high schools will participate in vertical team workshops facilitated by the College Board and designed to increase students’ readiness to succeed in AP courses in the 11th and 12th graders.  Evergreen will also be providing the PSAT to all 9th grade students attending Heritage High school in order to increase success on the SAT, provide teachers with diagnostic student assessment data indicating areas of strength and weakness, and create access to a myriad of academic and college support tools available only to students who have taken the PSAT. 
   

	Franklin Pierce
	College Board

Pierce College
	Spring Board

Vertical Teaming 

PAST

Early Accuplacer Testing
	Franklin Pierce has been a leader in opening access to rigorous courses, but especially in AP, many students are struggling to succeed.  Keithly Middle School will utilize College Board Spring Board Language Arts curriculum, which is designed to prepare students to succeed in AP courses in high school.  Additionally, middle and high school teachers will engage in the College Board’s vertical team training, all 9th grade students will take the PSAT, and 11th grade students will take the Accuplacer test, which assesses college readiness in math and English, through a partnership with Peirce College.  Franklin Pierce will design Navigation 101 lessons that focus on increasing students’ and parents’ understanding of PSAT and Accuplacer results and encouraging them to utilize available resources to improve test scores.  These lessons will be available to other schools implementing similar strategies.
   

	Grandview
	College Board

Project Lead the Way

 YVCC

	AP Training

Vertical Teaming

STEM dual credit courses

Early Compass testing 
	Grandview will utilize AP and vertical team training to increase the number and percentage of students to take the AP test each year and earn a score of three or higher (indicating college-level learning).  Grandview will also increase participation in Dual Credit STEM courses provided by Project Lead the Way and offer students early college placement testing through partnership with YVCC.  

	Mary Walker
Inchelium

Wellpinit

Cusick

Curlew

Republic

Bridgeport 
	Digipen

EWU
	Dual Credit Courses
	Funding for this project will support seven small high schools in developing and implementing new, on-site dual credit courses through partnership with Eastern Washington University and Digipen.  

	Spokane
	College Board
	AP Training

Vertical Teaming 
	Spokane schools participating in the College Readiness Initiative will participate in AP training, and vertical team workshops provided by the College Board in order to prepare more students to succeed in rigorous high school courses including AP courses.  The district will also develop and implement a work plan with participating schools focused on improving middle-to-high school transition experiences for students. 
  

	Tacoma
	MDRC 

College Success Foundation

Tacoma Community College

UW-Tacoma Campus

	Evaluation of the impact incentives and early intervention strategies have on AP course taking, college placement test scores, and college-going. 
	MDRC will conduct an evaluation of several innovative strategies being implemented through partnerships between the Tacoma school district, College Success Foundation, Tacoma Community College, and UW-Tacoma.  Specific interventions include providing students with the Accuplacer test during their Junior year, providing financial stipends (in the form of scholarship, and stipends for participation in summer courses) to encourage dual credit course participation such and participation in summer courses designed to improve college placement test scores, and junior and senior summer intervention programs provided by CSF, TCC, and UW-Tacoma.  This project will build on MDRC’s national research on the impact combining incentive with high quality college readiness program strategies.      

	Tukwila
	College Board

 
	PSAT
	Tukwila will provide all 9th grade students with the PSAT in order to increase success on the SAT, provide teachers with a diagnostic student assessment data indicating areas of strength and weakness, and create access to a myriad of academic and college support tools provided by the College Board to students who have taken the PSAT. 
 

	Toppenish
	UW 
	UW College in High School 
	Toppenish High School will increase participation in on-site UW college in the high school courses by providing tuition waivers for low-income students. 
 


The impact of these strategies will be measured by tracking changes in: 

· Decreasing college remediation rates

· Increasing access to and success in dual credit courses for low-income students

· Increasing the percentage of low-income students who graduate from high school with a four-year college eligible transcript

· Improving college placement scores (SAT, ATC, Accuplacer, and Compass)  
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